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If. An EJ/ay concerning Giants. Occaftoned hj 
Jome further Remarks on the large Humane Os 
Fronds, or forehead-bone^ vientkned in the 
Philofophical TranfatStions of Februarf^ 
\6%]. Number \6%. By I>r. Thomas Moly- 
neur, M V. Feliov of the King anc/Qiiccns 
Colled ge o/Phyficians in Ireland, and of the 
Royal Society in England* 

AMong all the various works of Nature, tlio there 
are none but what are truly admirable, and well 
deferve our confideration, yet her vaft and largeft pro^ 
dudions in each kind, as they feem mafter ftrokes of 
her art, and the extraordinary efforts of her power, de- 
mand in a more efpecial manner our regard, and uiu- 
ally excite in us a curiofity of making more ftrifl: and 
particular obfervations on them whene're they come in 
our way : wherefore being in Holland fome years fince, 
and meeting there with a moft prodigioufly large Hu^ 
mane Os Frontis or Forehead- bom^ they keep in the 
Medicine School 2^1 Ley den ^ I was defirous to compare 
its proportion with the like Bone in a man of ordinary 
ftature 5 and it appeared fo remarkable for its ftupendi^ 
ous fize, that I carefully took the dimenfions of it, and 
fent them over to my worthy Friend Franck AJim^ECq^ 
then Secretary to the Royal Society \ who thought 'twas 
fb Angular a Rarity in its kind; -and fo %)rthy the 
confideration of the Ingenious, that the month follow- 
ing he publith'd my Letter, imperf<^ as it was, in the 
philofophical TranjaBions for Fehmry 168^, number 
168. 

G g g g Since 
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Since that time, cafually cafting my eye on tliat ac- 
count^ which was writ -in the hafte of a Traveller, and 
finding it deficient in feveral particulars, I thought it 
worth my while, now I had more leifure, to fupplyin 
part tliofe defe&s, and render it more clear and fatis- 
fadory ; for coaffdering how few atitheritick and faith- 
ful rel a tio«S -haire been yet publifh'd to the world of 
real Gigmtick Bones, fuch as are truly what they pre^ 
tend to be ; an Inftance fo fair and genuine as this, put 
in a clear light, and freed from all fufpicion and ca- 
vil, 'canrtot but be acceptable td the Learned and Inqui- 
fiti ve of this age* 

For if by fuch an ex-ample it appears there have been 
truly Gigantick Bodies, twice or more furpaiSng the 
ufual fize of Men, we not only determine a point that 
is of fomenfe for the Information o£ the PMof^phr 
and NamraUjl, by (hewing how far the power of Na- 
ture may reach, and does fometimes exert it felf in the 
Produdions of Humane Bodies beyond her ufual 
bounds 3 but at the fame time likewife do fei!viGe in 
relation to .the I>W^e, by confirming the trotjj of fe- 
veral PafTages in Holy Writ*, where there is ftientioii 
made oiGhmts ^ and n^n of extraordinary ftrength as 
as well as bulk of body. 

I am not ignomnt that already feveral Authors, both 
Antientiand Modem, have taken pain's to -regift^ic- 
mymirn'mtxyi'Siganfyctk Bbms only, but of entire Bo- 
dies erf: vaftty Qigamivk^^Mm^ found i buried tinder 
ground, or in the iiollow caverns of Mountains :, but 
thefe relktronsarb commonly fo extr^vsgant in them- 
Mv^^ take* np by liearfay dnly^ and the repoifs fo ill 
atteftedi, that ^Ihey nalntoflxraiTy their owni:e>nfutatiQn, 
at Idaft they will hardly gain credit ^Vdth ihofe that are 
wkry^ aad> of^ a cattifictts beliefi 

Whoever has a tirind to perafc fuch furpriiing ^- 
ries^ may confult Thorns FazelU Decades de Rehm Si- 
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tnlis^ and the two Jefuits Athmafms Kirckr in his 
Mundus Subterraneusj and Gafpar Shottus in his Fhjfica 
Curiofa 5 where hell find large Colledions made of 
them, and fome of the Hiftories recited very particu- 
larly, and %t length. 

But paffing by thefe fort of accounts, as uncertain, 
if not very improbable, let us enquire whether we may 
with better affiirance rely on the information relating 
to this argument, drawn from the feveral Reliques and 
Parts, as is faid of Gigantick Bodies Jlill in being, and 
Tefervcd in the Cabinets of many diligent Colledors of 
Natural Curiofities : and tho I confefs there is hardly a 
confiderable colledion of this kind, or a printed de- 
-fcription of a Muf^um extant, where fome part or o- 
ther of a Giant is not to be met with 5 yet I am hi- 
therto much of the fame opiniott, as tp moft of thefe 
Gigantick Remains, that the Hiftorian Smtonlus Trm- 
quillus was of before me near fixteen hundred years 
ago 3 when (giving an account in the life of Augn^us 
C^far^ that he rather pleafed himfelf In adornmg his 
Houfe v/ith thefe kind of natural Rarities and pieces 
of Antiquity, than either with curious images or Fi- 
gures) he fays, JEdesJms non tarn Statuarum Tabula- 
rumque piSarum Ornatu^ qmm Rebus Vetujiate ac Raritate 
notabilibusj excoluh ; qudia funt Capr£is immanmni 
Belluarum Ferarumq'y Membra pr£gmndiaj que dkuntur 
Gigantum o£a* 

And certainly, as ia hi? days, fo in oul's, moft of the 
pretended Giants Remains, fuch I niean ^s are truly 
Bone, (for fome ane only natural BurificMions^ and 
Lapidesfui generis^ accidentally fo figured a3 to refem- 
ble this^ or that part o^ ^ man J were Eones belonging 
to fome of the biggeft'iC^^ as Elephan^/^ cr 

fome ot the iargefl: fort of Fifhes of tii,e Whah-ki^d^ 
called by Miny in his Natural Hiftory, as they are here 
ky'Smtoni4is Beilu£^ and Belh^ MamHd^^ 

G g g § 2 And 
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And I am perfwaded by what I have feen my felf of 
the like kind, that the large TooPh mentioned by QUus 
Warmius/mhis Mnfmm^ and afterwards particularly 
deftribed and figur'd by Thomas Bartholin^ in his CenUi- 
via I. Hi (lor tar nm An atomic arum Hijioria 98, which 
they both thought, and would have us believe from its 
refemblance, was a Canine Tooth of a Giant ^^as nothing 
elfe but one of the Teeth of the CeturDentatus^ov Sperma- 
Ceti-Whak, a Fifti tliatis no ftranger either to the Seas 
of Denmark their Country, or of thefe Northern Iflands, 
of which and the Sperma Ceti it affords, I have already 
given fome account in Number 227 of thefe 

TranfaBions. 

Nor is it long fince, that the Bones of the Fore-fin 
of a Porpefs, or afmall Whale j artificially joyned toge- 
ther, were exposed in London by way of publick fhew, 
as the Skeleton of a Giant's hand : For all Fi(h of the 
Cetaceous or Whale-kind^ have this Fin made up of juft 
fo many ranges of Joynts, as naturally arifwer our five 
Fingers, and all together does not a little refemble a 
mans hand ; whence it paft currently as fuch with the 
credulous and ignorant, that either cannot or will not 
examine the truth of things, they find fo great a plea- 
fure in being deceived by what is new to them and 
rare. 

But fuch like cheats,and how far thefe kind of Bones 
are falfc and genuine, may eafily be made out by an 
Anatomift, skilful in the OJieologjt of Animals: nay, 
any one may make a probable conjedure at leaft in this 
matter, if he but compute accc^ding to the dimenfions 
of fuch Bones, what muft be the true fize or bulk of 
the Man, wliofe Body, as is pretended, when intire, 
was compofed of parts and Limbs,anaIogous or anfwer- 
ing in a due proportion to thefe Remains. For if by 
foch computation 'tis found, the produd does amount 
icfovaftaftri^ujfe of partSj, and the whole ariies to 

fo 
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fo exceffive a heighth, as there is not any natuml ob- 
ftrvation to fupport, nor any fare authority to counte- 
nance fuch a dedudionj then there is a great deal of 
reafon to conclude, or at leaft fufpeft they are not ge- 
nuine, but fuppofitious aiid falfe* 

But this Bom now before us, though it be fo vaftly 
great, cannot in the leafk be fufpeded to have apperr 
tained to any other creature than a Ma^ 5 for being 
compleat every way, and anfwering in all particulars 
to the common Forehead-bones oi oth^t men, excepting 
in its magnitude, as we (hall clearly (hew when we 
come to defcribe its Figure 5 there cannot be any man- 
ner of doubt, but that 'tis certainly humane, efpecially 
if weconfider that the Os Frontis of a man is of fo pe- 
culiar a make, from the globofe ftiape of his head, 
that there is not to be found a Bone among all the A- 
nimals of the Creation, that bears any refemblance to 
its Figure, if we except that of a Monkey ^ but all this 
Genus being of a much fmaller fize than a Man, gives 
us.no umbrage of fcruple^ arid whatever reafon we 
may have to make us doubt in other the like cafes, jet 
here we have none, this being beyond all controverfy 
a true and genuine part of a large Humane Animal. 

To be capable rightly to underftand and form a clear 
conception, both of the agreement in fhape, and of 
the remarkable difference in fize, between this.great 
Os Frontis^ and the fame Bone in a man of ordinary 
ftature : and the better to apprehend what dedudions 
may be made from hence, to determine the true heighth 
of the perfon to whom it formerly belonged, 'twill be 
requifit we have recourfe to the Figures in the annext 
Tables. 

Thefe I procured by the affiftance of my Ingenious 
Friend and Relation Mr Bugh Botoardi who, as he paft 
on his Journey for Italy, in the year 1697. when he 
vifited Leyden to fee the rarities of that place, did me 

the 
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ibc favour to draw from the Bone itfelf neat Sketches^ 
from whence thefe Copies were adually taken by the 
curious hand of a Lady Mrs K. M. 

Figure the ift, fhews the common fhape and fize of 
an Os Frontk^ or Forehead-bone of a man of an ordi- 
nary Stature, drawn half as big as the life, with its 
convex or outfide forward. 

a b c d e is the Line the Coronal Suture makes with 
Indentures, elegantly expreft, going round the 
upper edge of the Bone, by which it's joined to 
both the Opi Bregmatk or Vertick. 

e The place where the Caroud and Sagitd Sutures 
meet. 

f The part to which the Bones, of the Nofe are 
faftned. 

g g The upper part of the Orbits of the Ejes. 

h h Holes in the Bone over the Eyes, that givepaf^ 
fage to the two large Branches of Nerves that 
fupply the Frontd Mufcle^ and thofe of the Eje^ 
broms^ 

1 i The two ProcelTes or Protuterances that joyn 
with the firft bone of the upper Jaw : thefe by 
fome accident were broken off the large Bone, 
and therefore are not expreft in thQ following 
Figure. 

The meafure round the Ambit of the Corond Suture 
from a to g was ten inches, and one tenth of an inch 5 
in this Bone from c where the Corond and Sagittd Sutures 
meet to f, where the Bones of the Nofe are faftened,fGur 
inches and a half, from b drawing a Tranfverfe line 
crofs the Forehead to d fix Inches 5 the thicknefs of 
the Bone was about a quarter of an Inch. 

Figure the 2d reprefents the Qigmtkk, Forehead Bme^ 
e]^reft in tite fame pofture with the former, ^nd drawn 

exadJy 
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exactly of half the fize, with the Original Bone it- 
felf kept at Leyden. 

Here we may Remark, not only its extraordinary 
Magnitude in comparifon with the foregoing. Figure, 
but alfo its natural and true Proportions^ every way 
agreeable to its large Dimenfions 3 that is, as to its Gr- 
cumference^ Heighth^ Breadth and Thickpefs:^ in all which 
refpeds it bears to the greateft exaftnefs a conformity to 
the Symetry or common rules of Nature, which the 
Supreme Caufe obferves in ftiaping this Bone in other 
men. Whence 'tis evident that all the next immediate- 
ly adjoyning Bones, which near make up the entire 
Head, muft neceflfarily have been as well fliaped, and 
of the fame proportion with this Bone. Otherwife 
they could not poffibly cohere, fo as to adapt them- 
felves clofely to one another, and make an entire Clo- 
bole SculL 

a b c d e The Coronal Suture^ m fome places a lit- 
tle worn and defaced. 

G The place where the Coronal and Sagittd Sutures 
meet, 

f The part where the Bones of the Nofe were fa^ 
ftened. 

g g The upper part of the Orbits oith^ Eyes. 

h h The two Holes for the Nerv^ that paft into 
the Mufcles of the Eyc'^broms and the Ero^ul 
Mufcle. 

The meafure round the Ambit of the dommlSu^ 
ture in this Bone from a to; e was about one and twen* 
ty inches^ from c wh^re the Sagittal and Goronai-^u^ 
tures meet, to f where the Bones of the Nofe^ateFfk- 
ftened, nine inches and one tenth of an inch, from^b 
drQwingi a^ tranlVerfc: lim SLcmik, the Forehead, to d 
twelve iachesiattd>two tenths of aninch^ the thidcnefe 



of the Bone from one Table to t'other about half an 
inch. 

Figure the 3d ftiews the Reverfe or Infide of the 
fame Gigantick Bone, drawn "likewife in as full prQpor- 
tion. What is nioft obfervable in this Figure is the 
great thicknefs of the Bone, marked k k, which could 
not appear in t'other pofture j and the fharp and high 
procefs of the Os Cribrofumj call'd by the Anatomifts 
Crifla Gain, mark'd L 

To prevent any miftake, 'twill be requifite to ob- 
{erve, that tho the dimenfions of both the larger and 
fmaller Bones as/et down, and the fize of them, as re- 
prefented in the Figures, do not juftly agree, it they be 
compared together, and examined by a pair of Com- 
pafles : yet this difference is not occafion'd either thro 
any error in the Draughts, or any miftake in the mea- 
fures 5 but happens becaufe the dimenfions are taken 
along the convex fide of the Bone, and fo includes the 
Sine of its Arch, which in the Draughts of neceffity 
was to be expreft only as it appear^ by help of (ha* 
dowing the Figures^ they being plans or fiats ; and to 
have done them otherwife, would have been to have 
drawn them falfe and prepofterous. 

By comparing thefe Figures,' tis evident what an exa6fc 
conformity there is in all particulars between this large 
Bone and the like Bone in a man of a |uft height 5 and 
that they no ways differ but in magnitude : and as to 
the difference in fize between one and t'other, by their 
dimenfions we find the fmaller did not anfwer the 
greater fo much as in half proportion : for where that 
meafured but . four inches and a half, this was nine 
inches and one tenth ; and where that was no more 
than fix inches, this was twelve inches two tenths, and 
fo forward : whence it follows, that this great Os 
Frontk was above twice as big every way as a common 
Bone of* this fort in a man of full growth. 

Now 
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Now, arguing that this Bone bore the like propor- 
tion to the ftature of the man to whom it belonged 
that the fame Bone does in other men to their heigh th;, 
(which *tis very reafonable to fuppofe , fince all the 
parts of our Body conftantly anfwer in a regular fyme- 
try to one another) then I fay it muft follow, he was 
more than twice the heighth that men ufually are, ac- 
cording the common courfe of Nature. And fetting 
down, as the moft moderate computation, but five Foot 
and a half for the heighth of a man, he to whom this 
Bone belonged, muft have been more than eleven or 
twelve Foot high 5 a goodly ftature, and fuch as may 
well deferve to be called Gigantick* 

But fome, rather than allow this, tho (o very natu- 
ral a confequence, may perhaps imagin, that a man 
might have had fuch an exceeding large head, of 
which this bone was a part ; and yet at the fame 
time be no taller than another ordinary man. This in- 
deed may be faid, but I take it as a meer afTertion with- 
out ground, and no way probable in itfelf : for I not 
only think, *tis much more likely that there was a 
Man of this high ftature, rather than one of that 
monftrous abfurd make , but I am alfo fully convinced 
there never was, nor truly can be a man of that ill (hape 
in nature. 

For as I conceive,one of a common fize and due pro- 
portion of parts as to the reft of his body,could not pof- 
fibly fubfift,while fo ponderous and exceffive a Mafs of 
Bone as this Skull, with all that fuperabundant quantity 
of Brain requifice to fill its fpacious cavity, was growing ^ 
much lefs continue fo long alive.as to come to maturity 
of years, or adult and full Manhood ; to which we arc 
fore this perfon muft have attained, by the great thick- 
nefs and folidity of this Bone, as well as its large 
fize. 

Hhhh Ani 
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.A^dtho 'tis true 5 that fometimes from dbftru» 
ftions or other Morbifick Caiifes, our Glands and foft- 
er VffceraB,tc fo unequally nouriflied as to grow to an 
imtnenfe fize, and vaftly farpafs their ufual bounds 5 
by which means we often fee enormous fwellings arife 
both in the inward parts and outward habit of the bo- 
dy ; yet fuch a preter-^natural and great excefs of 
growth in a hard and bony part^ I don't think yet has 
been ever obferved* 

Confidering then how groundlefs an alTertion this is,, 
I need add no more concerning it : however, fince 'tis 
the only doubt I forefee can be raifed, let us inquire 
into it yet more particularly, and propofe it with all 
the advantage 'tis capable ^ that fo we may ictirely ob- 
viate and fatisfy whatever objeftion may be raifed on 
this fcorc. 

In favour then of this fancy , let us fuppofe it may 
be alledged, that Infants far gone in the Rickets, are 
frequently obferved to have great Heads in proportion 
to their fmall emaciated Bodies, and that young Chil- 
dren are alfo liable to another Malady by the Phyfici- 
ans, called Hjdrocephalm^ or Dropfie in the head 5 
which fometimes fo dilates it, as to fwell their Skull 
to a more immenfe fize- But neither of thefe diforders 
f f or I take the caufe to be much the fame in both 
cafes, only differing in degreej otherwife affeft the 
head, than by a preter-natural colleftion of ferous hu- 
mours inclofed in the Brain, they extend the yielding 
fides of the weak and tender Skull, but do not in the 
leaft increafe its bony fubftance 5 nay, on the contra- 
ry, they rather diminifti it 5 for 'tis always obferved 
that they reduce it to a more than ufual thinnefs, and 
fometimesj as 1 have feen my felf, to be no thicker than 
an Egg-fhell or Parchment, 

Nor can fuch Difterapers polfibly affeft rhofe of a 
dult ages, fo as to enlarge their Skulls 5 becaufe all the 

Bones 
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Bofles By that time are become fdlid and firmly kek to* 
gether, fo as to be no way capable of further growth 
or dx^tifion : ^nd heli'ce it is thefe Maladies are inci- 
dent to Children, and themotilyj whilft their ^SMls 
ate fottj pliant, and truly inefiibranous, rather thaii 
bony. And daily experience affures us, that unlefs 
fuch difeafes be timely removed, either by the Phyfi- 
dan or Chyrurgeons art, or overcome fo early by the 
ftrength of Nature, as the Children have time enough 
to outgrow this difproportion in their heads, by the 
bulk of their Body coming up to it ere it arife to too 
exorbitant a degree of magnitude ; they all dye in their 
Infancy, and their unftiapely Skulls are eafily diftih- 
guillied from all others, by di^cMgo 'F<fntanell^'6t^bpm 
in the M^le <>f the head, that remMns memlhranous^atid 
never becomes like the reft of tte* Skull a bony fab- 
fiance. And tliat they cannot poffibly arrive at Man- 
hood is plain ^ for this monftrous and uneqtial growth^ 
or rather fwelling of their Heads, meeting with nd 
fcheck, birtf ftill every day increaifeg upon theAi^ whert 
it arrives to fuch a certain degree , thait its extrava- 
^it diinenfidns become irrecdriciteable with: the natu- 
ral funftions of the Body, t{\Q O^conomia Animdis 
muft inevitably fink under the prrfliire ot fo great a 
load, and the whole Machine tend to its dinoltitionj 
as not being able to bear any longer with fo highly 
morbid a difpolition, in £b principal and fo extremely 
necefiary a part to life as the Stain, the Fountain of 
all Spirit, Senfe and Motion* 

I (hall not deny but by one a^ccident or other, fome 
difproportion between the Head and reft of the Body, in 
fuch as are grown op to the compleat ftature of man, 
does fometimts happen 5 fo we hear of thofe that have 
had their name from hence, and have been called 
Grojlheads, and we fee remarkable inftances of the like 
every day : for 'tis in th^ Laws ofNatHve as in the Civil 

H h h h 2 Laws 
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Laws of our Country^ Minute Errors and Niceties are not 
taken care of by eitiier. 

But a difproportion of this kied, tho it may be very 
confpicuous, and prefently taken notice of as unfeemly, 
from its running counter to that manifeft proportion, 
and exquifite fymetry of parts, that appears in the cu^- 
rious frame of our bodies, even to the moft inartificial 
eye. Yet if we examine it aright, we (hall find the dif- 
ference in all fuch like cafes, never fo extraordinary as 
to make the difproportion very confiderable in itfeJ^ 
tho it may feem fo remarkable to the eye. 

For^ to make this point a little plainer, I find the 
circumference of a mans head of a moderate, that is, 
the moft common fize, is ufually about twenty two 
inches round 5 and if we chance to fee one of twenty- 
five or twenty- fix on a man of ordinary heighth,which 
certainly is very rare, it appears large and remarkable 5 
but (hould there be found a head ftill bigger, fo as to 
be twenty-eight or twenty-nine inches in Ambit, 
(which I am apt to think, for the reafons above-mentii- 
oned, has fcarce, if ever happened, unlefs where the 
proportion of tli^ other parts of the Body were fuch as 
neceflarily required it) fuch a one, I fay, would be re- 
ally wonderful ,. and counted monftrous. Yet the cir- 
cumference of the Head, of which this large Forehead 
Bone was a part, fo far exceeded the- largeft of thefe 
meafures, as that it mounted to fomething above a 
third part more 5 for I compute its dimenfions when 
'twas intire, and covered with the H^iry-fcalp, tohave 
been about forty-four inches round, and therefore 
muft have had a body belonging to it, that bore a pro- 
per conformity to this its fpacious circumference. 

Nor do I apprehend fo great a ftature as this in a 
Humane Body, tho it be indeed extraordinary, any way 
ahfurd or repugnant to tlie courfe of nature, but rather, 
if duly weighed, very conformable to a certain Anomar 

lous 
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Ions method, if I may fo call it^ that (he apparently 
affeds in the producing moft of her Works. For, tho 
it. be true, that for the moft part Nature ads fteadily, 
arid brings forth hef produdions, efpecially thofethat 
are moft perfed and elaborate, fuch as Vegetables and 
Animalsy according to fettled Rules stnd fixt Types or 
Models : yet does fhe not always tye herfelf up to the 
obfervance of fuch ftrift Laws, but that (he fometimes 
falls very much (hort of her ufual ftandard, and at o- 
ther times goes as far ia t'other extreme, by vaftly fur- 
paffing the comnK)n bounds of her Workman (hip. 

Thus, to take an inftance from her Vegetable King- 
dom, we cannot but obf^rve among Trees, and other 
Plants, though of the fame fpecies, that fome are of a 
Dwarf-kind, while others arife to fo ftupendious a 
growtli, that they more than double the bulk even o£ 
fuch as are efteem'd large in the fame Tribe. Several 
examples of fuch like Gigantick OMi*, and other forts 
of exceeding, vaft Trees, may be feen regiftred by the 
curious Mr Evelyn^ in his ufeful Book of Forreft- Trees^ 
Chap, 30, nor is it improper to make an Analogy or 
comparifon between the Augmentation oi Animal Bodies 
and thofe of Fe^e^/z^/e/, tho apparently very different in 
their kinds, Cnce 'tis highly reafonable to think, there 
is not only an affinity in the manner of growth in 
both, but that 'tis the fame principle Nature makes ufe 
of for the encreafe of one as of t'other. 

Nay, we may remark yet further, that Nature is as 
uncontrollable in her Animal,as ffie is in her Vegetable 
produdions, and fcarce obferving any fixe or ftandard, 
ads with as great a degree ot Latitude in. fome of thofe 
as fhe does in thefe*. For example, (hould we compare, 
that little low race of Horfes^, fome of which 1 have 
feen not much bi^er than a large Dog^ we have from, 
the Tp ofMan^ ufualLy calfd Manks Horfes, to that 

lofty, large,^ and.ftately breed they have in Northamp^ 



tpftjkire\ iivEwglmd, ot in the K|!iG|)rkk of D^ In 
Banders^ w€ may -^ftfopei^y' tuott^ efteeci thefe' m 
comparifon with tliofe a fort of 'Qigmtick I^rfe. 

And weiriy give indther mor^ Bomeftick Inftance 
as remarkablv* fn- its- kind ■■■^,, tiiit;is,,^^- fort^df D^og 'ffecoliar 
to fiiis Coun^:if 5 tfie Bifl^ ■|C»-^//%f,_ Bptly called by 
Mr Ra^y'Car^rr-Grams maximm nik'tnhg^^. ip, hisSjmp' 
fs jimmdmm^ being of tlw Qrejf^fmmd kind^ md of 
fo beautiful and large a make^ that for its curious 
form, as well as goodTy fize, it fai' farpaies all other 
' Dogs :of 'the -Creation 5 ' mdMf cottipAred_ to a cotnnion 
Greyhmnd^ ftiews itfeff ^ truly bf a Gigmtick breed : 
and we rnay farther add concerning it, as the Giants 
Stock of oldk extiod, at leaft in thefe Countreys, fo 
this Gigantic^ Dog is now fo rare, that in a few gene- 
rations more, f doubt ndi but- twjll be quite loft in 
thefe parts, and the fpecies perifll for ought I know 
ofFthe face of the earth. 

But thefe Remarks will ftand in little ftead 5 nay, are 
no ways inftruftive or ufeful to our prefent purpofe, 
urilefi wefind thatNature aifotaf^^^^ the fame uncertain 
meafures in the generation of Mankind ; that fhe does 
fo, I think is not Ms 'Apparent 

Here I need not inquire whether there has been 
fuch people, fo much talk'd by antiquity as the Pig- 
meys y for tho this were a Fable, yet 'tis certainly 
grounded, as moft of thefe inventfdns, on fomething 
that was true in Nature. For 'm agreed of kll hands, 
the Laplanders are a Nation remarkable for their 
low ftature, and 'tis fure there are, and have been 
in all Ages and Countreys thofe we call D2i?^r/r, 
and Tome ofthferii of a moft txtraordihary fniall fize of 
Body, particularly the Duke ofCre^His famous Dwai^f, 
of whom Aldf-a^mdns has given us the Pifture and De- 
fcription, which (hew his Parts and Limbs were all 
faChioned compleat and proportidhable, yet his whole 
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I^ightfe was not above thirty inches, or two foot and 
a half 5 and he fpeaks of others ftill ftiorter-, that were 
Bipedaks^ but two foot. 

Now if natural caufes operate fo, as to produce hu- 
mane Creatures,, partaking of all properties common to 
their kind, of fo fraall a model as to fall ftiort even of 
haif the common ftandard of their fpecies, I cannot 
think it unreafonable, fuppofing we had no other au- 
thority for it, to imagin the fame natural caufes may 
fometimes aft in t other extreme likewife, and model 
Humane Bodies from a peculiar Energy in the feminal 
Principles, or a more; perfeft and through concoBlon in 
the Stomachy ^ndi otWcx Vifcera^ whence may proceed 
a peculiar and extraordinary nutritive faculty 
in the .humours* , for the furthering augmen- 
ta^on 5 or ftill from fome other more latent Spring, 
of'fecret Influeiicc,^ to arife to fuch a growth as fully 
to equal twice the heighth of f what we may then pro- 
perly call J a middling Jiature^ taking the word in the 
moft ft rift fenfe. 

A manifeft AMiatice and Congroiiy is obfervable in 
Nature, between the Jl^^a^re of mans body, and his ^^e 
during the time of his growth ; whence the Greeks 
thought it not improper to exprefs both thefe by one 
and the fame word vthmh , which fignifies promifcu- 
oufly Stature as well as 4?^. and we find as thefe two 
agree in other refpefts, fo efpecially in this, that as it 
is hard to fay what precife number of years deter- 
mines the courfe of mans life, fo it is as difficult pofi- 
tively to affign what determinate meafure does com.- 
prehend the ftature of his Body : 'tis eafy indeed to 
pitch on a mean, or what is moft common and ufual to 
both cafes ; and as I faid before, that about five foot 
and a half may well be efteemed the moft fettled and 
ordinary degree of heighth in a man^ fo about feventy 
years may juftly be allowed the' rtioft common period 
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of his age : yet daily experience and obfervation ac- 
quaint us with thofe, that vaftly exceed thefe Limits in 
both thefe refpeds : and as we have certain Hiftory 
th^t informs that the youngeft of thefe, [«] Thomas Par 

and [li] Henry Jenkins both of 

Jl!:;;:/r:;(/S E-i^-^i^ ^nd the w oid coun- 

B MS Tuntifi, de ortu & na- tefs of Defmond and Mrs Eckle(lon 

tmahngmms,whenyjfaid T^] both of /re/rf»^, fullv COm- 
that he mas 1 $2 years eld »nd I- J * wijjf wwm 

mne months. pleatcd double that ufual term 

[b] See his age rnade mu of life i fo we have Horcafon to 

be 161 years, 1)1 the Phiiolo- n.- ^i 

phicai Tranfaftions, No. queftioH the accounts given us 
"'% r .r^ . of others, that have been found 

J}^T:^ejr:ff'd?t i^ fetf e double the common 
con's mtur aimflory, Cent. z.nwLQdixdi 01 man. Nay, both 
Sea. 755, «'^^;'^ ^^/^j'^i^. thefe properties , longevity and 

was 140 years om, - . - ^^^^ ^ 1 /» o ^ V 

M T/^iVMr/ Eckieidon //- "igh Itature, do lo naturally re- 
md m Phiiipsrown /?? the fujt each frotti their proper caufes. 

Kings County, was born in ^t ^. «.u^», „*,^ ^r*.^ tr 1 

^i../.^r i548,^^^iv^i<j9i. that they are often obfervedto 
fifhevpasi^^ years old. become hereditary and run in 
whole Families 5 whence the Greeks had their 
f4.AKes0m, and the Romans their Celfi^ and in Palefime 
of old they had their Am^ims^ oi^^Sons of the 
Giants, 

From thefe general remarks I think it at leaft appears 
that Humane Giganrick Bodies are no way inconfiftent, 
but rather ea/Ily reconcilable with the courfe of Na- 
ture. And if vve defcend ftill to a more particular in-' 
quiry mto fome clear teftimonies and warrantable ac- 
counts given us by feveral Authors of unqueftio- 
nable credit and veracity, they will fufficiently evince 
that there have been men in the World, and likely 
ftill are, of fo large a bulk, and fohigh a ftature of bo- 
dy, as properly to deferve the name of Giants. 

The firft I (hall mention was one I faw and mea- 
fured my felf at Dublwy in the year 16B2. his name 
Edmond Malone^ born in Ireland at Portlejierj a Town 
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in the Cpuqty of MmK l^is Father, tho a proper tt^an, 
1)0 way remarkable for liis height, but his Mother was 
of a more than ordinary low ftature : When h$ ftood 
on the bare ground with his fhoes off, he meafured full 
leven foot feven inches in height, that is, above two 
foot taller than a man of a common fize. 

Walter Parfom^ King James the firft s Porter, born in. 
Stafford/hire^ was much of the fame ftature 3 and I find 
feveral other men born in England have arrived to 
abput this height : apd 'tis not improbable that thofe 
pftlie very tal left Growth in thefe our ^W«l^ ^/^ei*- 
have not much furpalled this pitch, where the common 
ftandard of height in Humane Bodies, feems confidera- 
bly (horter than jn fome of the Neighbouring Countries 
QXi th^ Cantmmt* 

JFor in Flmders and Germany^ where men are ufually 

of.^ larger fiz^e^ .91^ their Bodies of a grolTer ma]?;e th^n 
with ]t^ we njeet with E:^amples that have been much 

taller, nayj that have exceeded this ftature feveral feer* 
Ishand Dkmerhraeck^ in his Anatomy y Chap, the firft. 
Book the firft, teU§ us, that heXaw hioifelf at Umchti 
in the year 1665, a man eight foot and a iiali ki^h,, 
all his Limb§ well (taped, and his ftrength prqpqrtio- 
nable to his bejghth, he was born at $choonho%en m 
Holland^ of Parents of an ordinary ftatwre^ 

Mr Ray in his Travels^ page tl?e,;fixtli, njentions 
this very ma^, aud that he faw him in \Srj^^^^^^^^^ 0m^ 

ders. 

But that Eminent Phyfician and Learned Antiquary 
ot the laft age, Johannes Goropius Becanus^ who lived 
i n FUnders^ laas le^t recorded feveral Infta?|fi qes of this 
ki^id yet more remarkable^ and th^t were pf his own 
knowledge too.5 for lie lays he fawJiiWifeif a Youth 
almoft nine foot high, a man near ten foot, and a Wo- 
man t;hat was <juite ten foot in height. Becaufe his 
Writings are notcommon,'!'!! fet down his own words, 
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as I find them in the fecdnd Book of that Work he calls 
Origines Antwerpians, ^vmtQd at A^tv^erp, an. r5%,pag. 
207. where he fays, Septem vet fex cubitamm Homines 
nofira auoque <etate dccidere 3 vidimus enim Mulierem de- 
ce^u pedes alt am ^ juvenem item novem pedibm non multo 
minor em^ <&* alios quaqne non it a multo infer ior is flatur^ : 
and a little further, pag. 212. Statura eJiGigantea h^c 
ipfo tempore qnidam Heretanfi (^opidum hoc e^ quinqm 
hinc milliarihus fitum) ad decern prope pedes longm. 

Pliny the Natiirahft in the feventh Book of his Na^ 
tural Hiftory, Chapter the fixteenth, fpeaks -particular- 
ly by name of feveral men in his own age much of the 
fiimeheighth, or fomething taller, than thoTe menti- 
oned by Becanus : FrocerijJimHm haminem (fayS he} £ta^ 
nojira Divo Claudio Principe Gabbarum nomine ex Arabia 
adve&um novem pedum €^ totidem nnciarum vidit 5 peere 
fiib Diva Augujio femi pede addito^ quorum Corpora ejur 
Miracuti gratia in Conditorio Salujianorum ajfervabantur 
Hortorum ; Pujfoni €^ Secundill£ erant nomimtk 

"Bi^it Pliny muft certainly underftand by a Foot the 
Pes Romanus ox Capitolinm^ and Becanus ^nd Diemer^ 
broeck the Pes Rhinlandicus or Ley den foot, as we do^ 
the Engltjh foot : but thefe feveral meafures varf fa- 
littlie one from t'other, that it is fcarce worth while to 
take notice of their difference ; for the longeft foot of 
thefe exceeds the (horteft no more than 20 does 19, 
which in taking the heigh th of thefe very tall Bodies^ 
is fo irjconfiderable, that it alters the cafe but very 
little.. 

To thefe undoubted Hiftories, we may add the many 
concurring Teftimonies given us by various Travellers- 
concerning Gigantick Men, ften in their Voyages in 
the more remote parts of the World : for 'tis not im- 
probable that where both the Soil and Climate 
Goucur, and are naturally difpofed to produce Plants^ 
f ruitSv and; feveral! kind' of Animals^ of a much, larger 
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hulk than any our Countries afford, fuch as the OJindges 
and Cnnters among Birds, the largeft Crocodiles^ the 
Moofi Deer J ♦ the Elephant^ the Rhinoceros^ the Hippo • 
poUmm^ &c. among Quadrapeds 5 in thofe parts of 
the World, I fay, where fuch Hke vaft creatures are 
met with , 'tis not unlikely that Humane Animals may 
alfo be fometimes found, much of a greater fize than 
any here among us. 

AnUnim Pigafetta mr integerrims fidei ( fays "Dl^Jfes 
Mdrovmdm of him in his Monfirorum Hijioria , pag. 
q^J)Qigantem apnd Canibdes America conjpicatm ejh 
And Andreas Thevet^ the famous Voyager, and Cof- 
mographer to Henry the 3d, King of France and Fo- 
hnd^ in his Defcription oi America, printed in fol. at 
Paris^ i%j$* Livre 27. Chap. t. has a pallagc fo fatis- 
fadorj in this point, and related with fuch particular 
convincing circumftances, all of his own knowledge, 
that I could not omit fetting them down at large: 
Here he tells us, that being himfelf on the Coaft* of 
Affricky in the Territory of Argnin^ for three weeks to- 
gether, he chanc'd to meet with a rich Spanifl} Mer- 
chant, who had fomewhile before fuffered Shipwracfc 
by a ftorm, as he touched at that place in his return 
homewards from the South America : but tho he had 
loft his Ship, the greateftpart of the Merchandize, and 
moft of his Men, yet he luckily faved a Coffer, where* 
in he had carefully preferred the Skull and Bones of an 
America Giant, he had brought along with him from 
that Country 5 who was eleven foot and five inches in 
heighth, and dyed in the year 1559* Tiiefe Bones he 
ftiewed to Monfieur Ihevet^ who was fo curious, that 
he took the meafures of the moft principal of them ^ 
and heexpreiles himfelf on this occafion in thefe words: 
Chofi Marveilleufe J ^ a laqueJk a grand peine Jeujfe ad- 
joHJh Foj fi Je ne I'enffe vene % d'atitant qm les 0% des 
Jamhej avoient trots grand pieds quatre doigts de long^ C^ 
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la Tefle environ trots pieds an doigl de tour* That is^ 
A^ very marvelous thwg^ to which 1 could fcarce have gi^ 
ven any Credit^ if I had not^feen it my f elf ; in af much m 
the Bones of the Legs meafured full three foot fownnches 
in lengthy and. the Shill was three foot one inch about. 

Which drcumference I obferve is exaftly proportiona- 
ble to the length of the Legs, and if we make an al- 
lowance for the hair and skin that covered the Skull 
when he was alive, it falls very little fliort of the di- 
menfions we have before fet down, in computing the. 
ik^ of our Giants Head when it was entire. 

And this brings into my thoughts, as if it were not 
unlikely, that this large Os Frontk, we have defcribed, 
might about feventy or eighty years ago (Tor it fcems 
frefli, and is ftill folid and ponderous, fo that it canftot 
be very old) have been brought into Europe by fortite of 
the Trading Hollanders^ as a natural Cufiofity^ dttd 
pribper Sample (and truly a part of the Skull was the 
fitteft choice could have been made of all the Bones of 
the Body for that purpofe J) of fome huge Gigantick 
Man, met with in JTome of their Voyages mto America: 
for the Dutch about that time held great commerce, 
had large Colonies, and made confiderable Diftoveries 
mBrafile , and other the more Southern parts of that 

quarter of the World. 

But this I only con^dure, for by the ftritteft enquiry 
I could make with my much efteemed friend Dr Charles 
Drelincmrt, their ProfefTor of Anatomy at Lejiden, I 
could never learn the leaft^ account concerning this 
Bone, whence it came, or who it was prefented it to 
the Univerfity :. Nor does it indeed import much whe- 
ther we difcover the true Original of it or no 5 'tis fuf- 
iicient to our prefent purpofe^ that we may from this 
Bone, as a fair %aMe;/, together with other warrant- 
able Hiftories, clearly deduce,^ as I hope I. have done. 
That there Jiave been in Nature Humaue Bodies eleven 

and 
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and twelve foot high 5 which equals^ if not furpaiies 
the ftature of the tdlleft Giant mentioned in Holy 
Writ. 

For, tho Giants are frequently fpoken of in the Scri- 
pture, yet I do not find the exaft meafure particularly 
fet down of any one of them except GoUah oi Gath 4 
whofe heighth is exprefsly faid to be, the x^oiSamml 
chap, the 17th, verfe the 4th, but fix cubits and a 
fpan ; and taking, the cubit in* the moft vulgar and 
ufual aCGeptation, for a foot and a hal f^ his flat ure 
will not aiiaount to above nine foot nine inches. In- 
deed we may reafonably conclude, that Og the King 
ot Bafan muft have confiderably exceeded Goliah in 
Ildghth, if wemalce an eftimate of his ftature by the 
dimenfions th^t are given of his Bedfted, which is faid, 
J^ma^ronomy chap, the 3d verfe the nth, to have been 
kept as a Memorial of him at Rabbath of the children 
(^ Amm&fr^ 2iD^ to hav€ been nine ^cubits in length j: 
\mt then we cannot imagine but that his Bed muft ot 
ijeceffity te:ve l)een mach longer than his. Body 5 and 
the leaft allowance we can make for the dverplus^ is 
the ifpace of niiK inches above his Head ^ and as much 
bdo w his Feet :: and if wt make this dedudioni 'twill 
f^low he was not above twelve foot high ^ much of 
the fame ftandard with this our Giant, whofe Forehead 
Bdne is ftil 1 kept in the Medicine School at Leydm^ 

Whether obflo there have been bodies oi men.ftili 
of a much larger fize than thofe I haVe here mention'd, 
I dare not pofitively determine : but this I may (ay. 
that as yet I have not met with any Authority of that 
weight or proof, fo ftrong as fully to convince mc, 
there really have been fuch in the World y and till 
fome fuch evidence be produced, v/e may look upon 
all the ftories of thofe extravagantly Gigan tick men, 
tobelittlebetterthan the Fables of the Poets of old^, 
or- the. Whims and Rjoraances of fome Modern Credu^ 
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lotis and Inventive men 5 that have indeed fo fat ground 
for what they 'advance, that they only improve and 
augment what has been certainly re^l in itfelf, and 
Hkely is ftiil true in Nature* 



III. An Account of the perfonsMarriecf^Chri- 
Jlened and Deceafed in all the Dominions of 
theEieSlot of Brandenburg,/^ the year i6p2. 



I 



Nder Chnr-und Mard-Branden* 



•.^aNM 



In der Neu-Ward und Land$ Stern- 
berg 
Im Herhgthumb ^rmjfen 



Im Herhgthumb Magdeburg 
Im Bjerkflgthumb Cleve und Graff-^ 
fchaffi MmU 



Im Herhgthumb Pommern 
Im Furfienthumb Halberfiadt 
Im Furfienthumb Minden — 
In dtr Graffchaft Hohenjiein 

In der Graffchaft Raven sberg ^ 

In der Herrfchafft Lauenburg und 

But^w . 



«» mm 



Married 
3702 

1528 

6161 

1357 
1888 



Chrifl-. Deceaf. 




13792 

574'^ 

21803 
5480 
6178 



7244 
2297 
1937 
568 
2223 

495 



7149 
3211 

17091 
3042 
4215 

4827 
1192 
132^ 

41S 
1789 

421 



Married 18298 

Chriftened 6'7763 

Deceafed 44678 
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